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Letter from the Editors -
   
   Welcome to the November edition of NW 
PAssages! This month we’re spotlighting 
the French Creek Valley Conservancy, a 
non-profit dedicated to protecting the 
French Creek watershed. The Featured 
Business, Ernst Conservation Seeds of 
Meadville, is celebrating 50 years of 
providing native seeds vital to erosion 
control along our highways and byways. 
The beautiful Nature photography of 
Piper Schofield is a must see. 
   Be sure to check out the Schedule of 
Events pages for happenings related to 
Recreation, Nature & History.  

Happy Autumn & Winter Trails!
Stephen & Beth West 

About the cover:
Snowy owl on a 
migration layover 
at Presque Isle State 
Park in Erie last 
winter. A parliament 
of snowy owls 
congregated at the 
park for a couple 
of weeks, before 
continuing their 
southerly journey to 
warmer climates.

Photo by Piper 
Schofield, this 
month’s Featured 
Photographer

           NW PAssages Photo Contest!

4 Prizes and Publication for the winning 
entries of the competition. The three categories 
of the contest are - Nature, Heritage and 
Recreation Opportunities. Photos must feature 
NW PAssages’ coverage area: Clarion, Crawford, 
Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, Warren & 
Venango Counties; plus Armstrong & Allegheny 
Counties along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail.

4 Individuals may submit up to three photos 
total via email: stephen@westpamag.com or via 
private message at the NW PAssages facebook 
page. Please keep image sizes below 10 
megabytes each.

4 Top entries will be presented in the 
December edition for our readers to vote upon.  

4 Three winners will be published in the 
January edition of NW PAssages, and will be 
awarded $25 gas cards and subscriptions to 
West PA Magazine. Honorable Mentions will 
also be featured, and will receive a copy of 
West PA Magazine’s upcoming edition.

4 Entries must be received by November 26, 
2014, and should include basic caption info. 
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It’s free to subscribe to NW PAssages, 
just email us with your request. 

 beth@westpamag.com

Don’t be shy, please contact us! 
Story ideas, event info, photos 
and suggestions are welcome.

Visit NW PAssages on facebook.
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Preserving Our Precious Waterways

Photo by Tom Myers
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The French Creek Watershed includes Erie National Wildlife Refuge 
in Crawford County (above). Established in 1959, the first lands 
for the refuge were purchased with funds provided from the sale 
of the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation postage stamps 
(aka Duck stamps). Erie refuge is a namesake of the Erie Indians, 
a Native American tribe that resided in the area hundreds of 
years ago. The refuge is not on the shores of Lake Erie, but lies in 
Crawford County, several miles from Meadville. French Creek, the 
most biologically diverse stream in PA, flows nearby. The refuge 
is designated as an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon 
Society and attracts more than 230 species of birds.

Photo by Piper Schofield

   The vastness of the French 
Creek Watershed is hard 
to wrap one’s mind around, 
covering 1,235 acres along a 
117 mile route.
   The historic waterway 
originates in Chatauqua County, 
NY, then winds through NW 
PA’s Erie, Crawford and Mercer 
Counties, until finally joining 
the Allegheny River in Franklin, 
Venango County. 
   A non-profit based in 
Meadville, the French Creek 
Valley Conservancy has taken 
the waterway under its wing, 
starting back in 1982. The FCVC 
has been on a mission ever 
since, with “land protection as 
our primary goal,” according 
to Peggy Mogush, Program 
Assistant at the Conservancy. 
The group seeks to protect the 
quality of the watershed, while 
promoting the economic vitality 
of the regions which depend 
upon it.
   Last summer, French Creek 
was officially designated a
Pennsylvania Water Trail, 
elevating its status as a
marvelous recreational 
opportunity for paddlers 
and boaters.

Mission:
To promote the environmental integrity of the French Creek 
watershed, and to advocate the protection of its natural 
resources for the aesthetic, ecological, recreational, and 
economic benefit of all, through the coordination of land 
protection, education, and research.

Floating down French Creek near 
the Crawford/Venango County line.



4

Custaloga Town 
Boy Scout Camp, 
along French 
Creek in Venango 
County,  annually 
hosts the Memorial 
Day Pow Wow 
(right) in May 
and the French 
& Indian War 
Encampment 
(below) in June. 
The historical 
importance of 
French Creek is 
tied to its storied 
value as a travel route from Erie County to Venango 
County, where it connects to the Allegheny River. 

The Bald 
Eagle is 
rare in most 
parts of the 
country, but 
the French 
Creek 
Watershed 
is one of is 
strongholds. 
Bald Eagles 
nest on three 
of the four 
Important 
Bird Areas 
(IBAs) in the watershed, including Cussewago 
Bottoms in Crawford County (above). 
   Birds are found throughout the French Creek
Watershed, but four areas stand out enough that the 
National and PA Audubon Societies designated them 
as IBAs -- Cussewago Bottoms, Erie National Wildlife 
Refuge, Hemlock Hill Research Area and Conneaut-
Geneva Marsh. There are a total of 85 Important 
Bird Areas in Pennsylvania.
   The IBA program is a vital conservation initiative 
designed to help combat threats to bird habitats. 
By focusing attention on the most essential and 
vulnerable areas, the program helps promote 
proactive habitat conservation, which benefits birds 
and biodiversity. For more on PA’s IBA program, 
visit: pa.audubon.org/iba

  The organization is currently developing the 
Creek Towns Project, said Mogush, modeled 
after the Trail Towns and River Towns programs 
that were launched a few years ago throughout 
western PA. 
   “We work with municipalities and businesses 
in the Creek Town Program,” she explained, 
“looking at ways that French Creek can be 
leveraged to improve the economics in the 
communities. A lot of them were built around 
the creek, and so historically, French Creek has 
contributed to their vibrancy.”

Biodiversity Challenges Arising

   Mogush described the Conservancy’s 
endeavors as varied, which sometimes change 
quickly as new challenges arise. The latest 
drama involves the Round Goby, an invasive 
fish originating in the Caspian and Black Seas, 
that was recently found in Lake Le Bouef in 
Erie County. This was the first discovery of the 
troublesome fish in the French Creek Watershed, 
setting off alarm bells since it threatens the 
biodiversity of the waterways it inhabits. 
   The French Creek Conservancy is one of about 
fifteen agencies responding to the crisis, with 
the PA Fish & Boat Commission spearheading 
the group, along with the PA Invasive Species 
Council. Thanks to the rapid collaboration, the 
partner agencies are hopeful they can protect 
the watershed from the Round Goby’s potential 
dominance over native aquatic life. 
   “Our goal is to prevent them from being 
introduced into other inland waters such 
as French Creek, which is partially fed by 
outflow from Lake LeBouef,” said John Arway, 
Executive Director of the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission. “French Creek contains numerous 
threatened and endangered fish as well as 
freshwater mussel species, and is one of the 
most ecologically diverse waterways in the 
Commonwealth. We want to do everything we 
can to protect it by preventing the spread of the 
Round Goby.”   
   The French Creek Valley Conservancy teams 
up with many other non-profits, such as the 
Western PA Conservancy, which has protected 
more than 3,900 acres within the watershed 
since 1969. Recently, the WPC acquired wetlands 
within Cussewago Bottoms in Crawford County, 
which is designated an Important Bird Area.
   WPC President Thomas Saunders noted that the 
area’s proximity to Meadville and I-79 “will make 
it easily accessible for people to enjoy hiking, 
birding, canoeing, fishing, hunting and other 
outdoor activities for generations to come.”
   “This acquisition continues our longstanding 
focus on conserving land in the French Creek 
Watershed and protecting French Creek,” he said. 
   This sentiment is perfectly echoed by the 
French Creek Valley Conservancy’s mission to 
protect our treasured land and water.

Photos by Stephen West
=
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The French Creek Valley 
Conservancy is based in 
Meadville, Crawford County. 
For more info, visit website:
frenchcreekconservancy.org
phone: (814) 337-4321  or email:
info@frenchcreekconservancy.org

Map courtesy 
of the French 
Creek Valley 
Conservancy -
December 2010
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Three generations of the Ernst family  

Ernst Conservation Seeds facility at the end of the rainbow. 
Photo by Danielle Dearborn

Mission:
Make available to eastern 
North America the key native 
and naturalized species 
of plants for restoration, 
reclamation, conservation, 
wildlife habitat enhancement
and the beautification
of our nation.

   In 2014, Calvin Ernst’s agribusiness near 
Meadville, Crawford County, celebrated their 
50th anniversary. Many challenges were 
weathered by Ernst during a half century 
of growing and harvesting, and in October, 
Calvin Ernst - founder and president of Ernst 
Conservation Seeds, was honored for a lifetime 
of contributions to the native seed industry 
during two separate events. The Atlantic Seed 
Association presented Ernst with the Honorary 
Member Award; and Penn State  University’s 
College of Agricultural Sciences named Ernst a 
2014 Outstanding Alumnus.
   Many of the most successful enterprises in 
history owe their staying power to a visionary 
leader -- one who guided them through the best 
and worst of times -- always with a steadfast 
resolve and unwavering vision for their destiny. 
The history of Ernst Conservation Seeds is one 
such story -- intertwined uniquely with that of 
Calvin Ernst.
   Born and raised a stone’s throw from where 
his sprawling agribusiness calls home, Calvin 
proved himself to be a savvy entrepreneur 
by the young age of 14, when he received his 
Pennsylvania nursery license, now known as a 
plant merchant certification. In his senior year 
of high school, Calvin grew the record corn crop 
in Crawford County with guidance from his 
4-H leader and the local Penn State University 
Cooperative Extension office.

   As a junior at Penn State in 1962, Calvin 
joined his brother Luther and some friends 
in performing research on “crownvetch” (an 
herbaceous legume that spreads through both 
rhizomes and seed) for the Pennsylvania Dept. 
of Transportation. Some staff members from 
the University told the young men they couldn’t 
find anyone interested in growing crownvetch.
   Calvin recalls, “I didn’t initially think that 
seeds would be my thing. It was really the 
challenge of doing something PennDOT couldn’t 
get anyone else to do that put me on this path.” 
And Calvin has always loved a challenge.
   In 1963, Calvin was working for Penn State’s 
College of Agriculture and Luther, as a school 
administrator. The brothers scraped together 
$1,000 to purchase foundation crownvetch seed 
and convinced their father, Ted, to plant it on 
five acres of the family farm. The gamble, they 
assured him, would pay off. In time, they would 
be proven right - in spades.
    In 1964, the Ernst brothers planted an 
additional 60 acres of crownvetch on leased land 
in the spring, and harvested the earlier five-acre 
stand that fall. With Ted’s assistance, the 1964 
crop was sold to Stanford Seed in Plymouth 
Meeting, PA.

Story by Randy Ferguson
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In May, Ernst’s 
summer crew 
transplanted 
New England 
Aster seedlings 
from the 
greenhouse 
to the field.

   The Ernst family enterprise, newly dubbed 
Ernst Crownvetch Farms, had its first customers 
and was officially in the seed business. The 
sale to Stanford Seed and other early customers 
allowed the fledgling agribusiness to hire its 
first full-time employee, who would help them 
expand production on owned and leased land.
   Calvin had witnessed firsthand the potential 
of crownvetch for erosion control while living 
and working in the greenhouses at Penn State. 
His gut told him this legume held enormous 
potential for commercial viability.
   His timing couldn’t have been better. It was 
during this period in the mid-to-late 1960s that 
the massive Unites States Interstate Highway 
System was being built. Superhighways like I-79, 
I-80, I-90 and I-95 were being carved across the 
American landscape. Suddenly, there was high 
demand for effective cover crops to revegetate 
rights-of-way and highway medians.
   Much of Ernst Crownvetch Farms’ key growth 
occurred during the ensuing years, thanks 
largely to the relationships being cultivated with 
highway departments 
and government 
agencies involved with 
the interstate system. 
The 1967 crownvetch 
crop made it possible 
to purchase the 180-
acre property which 
Ernst Conservation 
Seeds still calls home 
today. It also allowed 
for the company’s first 
personnel expansion, 
from what was then a 
handful of people who 
helped the Ernsts grow 
both crownvetch seed 
and crowns.

   In 2001, fire destroyed a major portion of 
the company’s seed conditioning facility in 
Meadville and several of that year’s crops were 
lost. Employees and neighbors brought their 
own tools to help the family rebuild. “Our 
community was showing up to help us before 
the end of the first day,” recalls Calvin.
   With used equipment and loyal employees, 
seed was conditioned outside through the 
winter. In 2002, a new seed processing facility 
was completed, including equipment repair 
bays and a secure bay for the handling of field 
spray applications. Though the incident was 
tragic, it is widely seen as a unifying moment 
in the history of the company, strengthening 
bonds among the family, its employees and the 
community, while also necessitating facility 
expansion and improvements that would pay 
dividends in short order.
   “It was something we’d never want to repeat 
under the same circumstances,” Calvin reflects. 
“But it allowed us to rebuild and improve the 
facilities we had. The changes we were able 

to make to our 
capacity and 
processing 
efficiency just 
advanced us 
tremendously. 
And the way 
our neighbors, 
business partners 
and employees 
came together 
and helped out 
so quickly is very 
special. It was 
quite a pulling 
together.”

Cochranton Elementary students peeked inside an empty 
seed bin during a tour of Ernst Conservation Seeds. 



   Calvin Ernst had been considering 
the potential for developing grass 
biomass for energy production. He put 
his plans to the test in 2005 by leasing 
5,000 acres of marginal farmland 
in Crawford County and planting 
switchgrass for seed and biomass 
production. With marginal land being 
what it is, Calvin learned plenty about 
the effects of low pH and wet soils. 
Switchgrass performed well, but, “with 
thousands of tons of lime and patience, 
it did better,” recalled Calvin with a 
wry grin.
   As with most of Calvin’s ventures, 
very little financial assistance was 
utilized in the interest of maintaining 
project control and keeping 
development on schedule. The facility has 
opened numerous market opportunities for 
grass biomass, including numerous agricultural 
applications and uses in the burgeoning Utica 
and Marcellus shale oil and gas plays of the 
northeastern United States.
   Today, with over 8,000 acres in production, 
Ernst grows more than 400 diverse crops for 
conservation, restoration, beautification, energy, 
pharmaceuticals and consumption. Future 
growth opportunities can be seen in increased 
public and governmental interest in sustainable 
landscapes, low-impact development, 
responsible reclamation and restoration, 
improved biodiversity and habitat development, 
and evolving conservation agriculture practices.  

   The extended Ernst “family” has grown to 
nearly 90 full-time employees, including field 
production crews, sales and marketing staff, 
researchers, seed conditioning specialists, 
finance, purchasing, inventory management and 
human resources professionals.
   After a passing glance back on the first 50 
years of his Company’s history, Calvin Ernst 
focused on the promise of its future:
   “The environmental climate and professionals 
in the field are recognizing how important 
natives are in the whole restoration of our North 
American ecology, and that natives are the best 
choice for use in just about every scenario.”
   “Through our experience,” explained Ernst, “we 
know how to harvest these seeds and grow them 
in a production environment. We know how to 
help our customers repeat that success in their 
own unique applications, and we take the time to 
do that with each customer.”
   “There’s progress to be made in the efficiency 
of producing native seeds and in discovering,
or creating, new markets for them,” he said.
“We continue to find new plants in diverse 
ecologies that may contain a thousand species
in a square mile.”        

The staff of Ernst Conservation Seeds gather for a 
“family” photo beside one of their many fields.

Plowing the fields of Ernst Conservation Seeds 
Crawford County, PA
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Blooming field of Marsh Blazing Star Location:

8884 Mercer Pike
Meadville, PA  16335 
website: ernstseed.com

Photos courtesy of 
Ernst Conservation Seeds



                                      CHRISTMAS ON MAIN STREET                                                                                              
                                                                                  November 8 ~ 10 am - 7 pm

Main Street, Volant - Lawrence County

St. Nick arrives in a horse drawn 
carriage to begin the Old Fashioned 

Christmas season. Enjoy breakfast, pictures 
with Santa, strolling carolers, musicians & 

carriage rides.

For more info, call: (724) 533-5611 

TDP Walleye Tournament
Tionesta, Forest County

November 15 ~ 8 am - 4 pm

The first annual Walleye Tournament 
sponsored by Taylor Diversion Programs 
(TDP). Launch will take place at the boat 
ramp on Lighthouse 
Island, if fishing from 
a boat. See the flyer for 
details of the competition 
(at forestcounty.com).

Early Bird registration 
(by Nov. 9) will be $45 per 
person. Registrations will 
be accepted up until the day of tournament 
at $55 per person. To register, contact 
Brad Larson (at TDP) at (814) 755-3722 or 
blarson@taylordiversionprograms.org.

Pittsburgh Youth Symphony
Saturday, November 15 - 4:00 pm 
A full symphony concert of gifted 
teenage musicians of the greater 
Pittsburgh region at family prices - 
$15 Adult; $5 Parent w/ student; $5 
child; Free 6 & under. Tchaikovsky, 
Copland Ballet music & more.

Allegheny/Clarion Valley H.S. Auditorium
776 St. Rt.  58, Foxburg, PA - Clarion County

DeBence Antique Music World  
1261 Liberty St., Franklin ~ Venango Co. 
Sunday, November 9 at 1:30 pm

A Program of Christmas Music 
                                                                                       * Free admission *  

Call (814) 432-8350 for more information.

Heritage Lecture Series at Drake Well Museum 
Featuring archival films of the 1950s oil 

industry. 7:00 pm ~ Thursday, November 13
Adults (12-64 years) - $5; Seniors (65+) - $4; 

Children & FDW members - Free

202 Museum Lane, Titusville, PA

Visit drakewell.org or call (814) 827-2797
for more information.
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   Check out the educational programs the 
Crawford County Conservation District hosts 
in November at the Woodcock Creek Nature 
Center - 21742 German Road, Woodcock, PA.   

“Sucking Bugs! Part Two” on Wednesday, 
Nov. 12 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. 
Registration limited to 15. Ages 6-plus 

may register with an adult. What are the roles 
of various insects in the environment? Find out 
as bugs are collected and discussed.
   “Owls” on Monday, Nov. 17 from 4:30 to 5:30 
pm. Learn all about owls with Judy Acker of 
Audubon PA. All Nature Center 
programs are free and open to 
the public, unless noted. Pre-
registration is required. Contact 
Kathy Uglow - (814) 763-5269 or 
visit: crawfordconservation.org
Ongoing displays and hands-on activities are 
accessible year round, Mon.-Fri. - 8 am to 4 pm. 

   14TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS AT THE LOG CABIN
Come enjoy a fragrant weekend at 
the Log Cabin with Christmas spirit, 
local artist’s unique gifts, herbal 
dips & seasonings, bath & body 
products and herbal refreshments. 

Gift certificates for classes and 
rooms make great Christmas gifts!

            November 8 & 9, 2014
         Sat. & Sun. - 10 am - 3 pm

                               Plant’s Herb Farm B&B
                           104 South Foster Road, Mercer, PA
                                         For more info: (724) 301-3273

website: plantsherbfarm.com        

Free 

admission

r

Afield & Afloat

    The Meadville Garden Club will present the 
“Trees of Christmas” 11/21 - 23 & 11/28 - 30 
(Fri.-Sun.) at the Baldwin Reynolds House Museum 
639 Terrace St., Meadville, PA ~ Crawford County 
Everyone’s favorite 
holiday tour is back in 
2014 and will be as 
magnificent as ever! This 
year’s theme is “Story 
Book Christmas.”
Tours will be given from 
12:00 - 8:00 pm.   $

For more details, visit 
baldwinreynolds.org     

CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK - MERCER CO.

Enjoy a drive through lighted Christmas 
displays from area businesses and 
organizations. Attractions are lit nightly 
from 5:00 - 11:00 pm. 

November 21, 2014 - January 2, 2015
Grove City Memorial Park 

500 Memorial Park Dr., Grove City, PA 
Donations accepted      

For more info: (724) 458-6410
or visit: shopgrovecity.com

J J



                         Turkey Trot
The annual Oil City YMCA Turkey Trot 5K will be
held Saturday, Nov. 22 at the Oil City end of the 

Samuel Justus Recreational Trail. 9:30 am start time 
for all. New this year -- chip timing.

Fee - $18 if registered by Nov. 15, $22 afterward. 
Visit oilcityymca.org for details or registration form, 

or call (814) 677-3000.   

Downtown Warren Turkey Trot 5K Run/Walk  
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27 ~ 8:30-10:30 am 

3rd Annual Turkey Trot on a flat & fast course throughout 
scenic Warren. Register individually, or as a family “flock” 
(up to 4 family members) for a reduced rate of $30. Cost 
is $15 for Early Bird registration before Nov. 14 (includes 

long-sleeved tee-shirt). $20 for Late Turkeys after that. 
Registration starts at 7:00 am. Warren Co. Courthouse. 

Contact Jessica Arnold                 at: (814) 688-0393 
Registration forms at: warrenparuns.com   

CHRISTMAS AT PORT FARMS 
2055 Stone Quarry Rd., Waterford, Erie County

November 28 - December 23, 2014 
Pick a fresh Christmas Tree. Fresh wreaths 

and centerpieces available, too!
For fun, create a craft in the Elves’ Workshop. 

Children can play in the cozy “Kids Corner.” 
Hours 9 to 5. Closed Mondays and Tuesdays.

For more info: (814) 796-4500 
or visit portfarms.com

Santa Train on the OC&T Railroad
409 S. Perry St., Titusville - Crawford Co.

Nov. 29 & Dec. 6 ~ Saturdays at 1 pm
Join Santa and his helpers for a delightful trip through 

Oil Creek State Park, with Christmas caroling by 
schoolchildren, and complimentary cookies & hot 
chocolate in Perry Street Station after the train ride. 

Dress warm & according to weather conditions. 
Reservations: (814) 676-1733  website: octrr.org

Adults - $22; Adults 60+ - $20; Children (1-12) - $15

HERMITAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS TOURS
Stewart House - home to the Hermitage Historical 

Society, is a 150-year-old brick Victorian that will be 
beautifully decorated for the holidays with 30-plus 
trees and 13 rooms, as well as halls and grounds. A 
must-see for all ages!

 * Free tours to the 
public. Donations 
accepted. *

Nov. 29 & 30:  1 - 5 pm 
Dec. 5:  5 - 8 pm 
Dec. 6 & 7:  1 - 5 pm 
Dec. 12:  5 - 8 pm 
Dec. 13 & 14:  1 - 5 pm

Stewart House, 5465 East State St., Hermitage, PA -
Mercer County. For more info: (724) 981-4843    

    John Tesh ~ Swinging Into Christmas
Struthers Library Theatre  
302 West Third Ave., Warren, PA
Sunday, December 7 at 3:00 pm 
John Tesh and his orchestra are swinging 
into town so you can “Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas!” John will play 
favorite holiday tunes in the big band 
style, treat you to piano solos, and charm 
you with his engaging rapport with the 
audience. A treat for the whole family! 
Tickets: $48, $39, $33
For more info, call  (814) 723-7231 or visit 
website: strutherslibrarytheatre.com
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       30th Annual Clarion County 
                Festival of Trees
        “A Cowboy Christmas”

Featuring: Entertainment, Home Cooked Meals, 
Live Decorated Festival of Trees, Chinese Auction, 

Chance to Win a Christmas Quilt & Much More!

Quality Craft & Food Vendors on Friday & Saturday

Fri., Dec. 5 ~ 9 am – 8 pm
Sat., Dec. 6 ~ 9 am – 4 pm

  Sun., Dec. 7 ~ 8 am – Noon ~ 
Christmas Breakfast Buffet with Santa & Mrs. Claus

The St. Joseph’s Social Hall on Rt. 66 in Lucinda will 
be decorated with fresh trees, winter greens, cowboy 
boots, hats, spurs, and some of the many things that 
make Christmas on the ranch so special. 

For more info, call Kristie Schmader (814) 226-8182  
or email: kristieaswanson@yahoo.com 

Afield & Afloat

ryu

LIGHT UP NIGHT - NOVEMBER 22
Downtown Franklin, Venango County

Kick-off the Holiday Season with Franklin’s 
Most Beautiful Night of the Year! Come early 
and start your Christmas shopping at the 
exceptional boutiques, and enjoy a meal in 
one of our many fine restaurants. 
Don’t miss the popular Christmas 
Tree Extravaganza at the Barrow-
Civic Theatre, the downtown’s 
windows and lighting, the Electric 
Lights Parade at 6:00 pm, and the 
fabulous ground Fireworks Display 
in Fountain Park! 

J JJ

J

J
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Visit franklinpa.gov for a complete schedule.    

z z z
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Annual Christmas Parade “Sounds of the Season” 
and Downtown Living Windows                          

December 5 in Warren, PA  

Parade kicks off at 6:30 pm 
Also on tap, Christmas Open House at the Warren Co. 
Historical Society & Trolley Tours from 6 to 8:30 pm

Music - Refreshments - Horse Drawn Trolley Rides
Trolley Tickets $5 per person

Warren County Historical Society - 210 Fourth Ave. 
Call (814) 723-1795 for more information.

M
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Peek a boo 
with a racoon 
at Presque Isle 
State Park in 
Erie, PA.

Path through the historic 
petroleum site of Blood Farm 
in Oil Creek State Park, 
Venango County. 

Featured Photographer 
Piper Schofield

Autumn’s splendor 
along Justus Lake 
in Two Mile Run 
County Park, 
Venango County.
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Picturesque Freedom Falls along 
Shull Run in Rockland, Venango Co. 

Mighty tree in the Allegheny 
National Forest, Warren Co.

Squawking 
juvenile 

ring-billed  
gull at 

Presque 
Isle State 

Park in 
Erie, PA.

Iridescent common grackle checks out 
Lake Erie at Presque Isle State Park in Erie Co.
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Lush vegetation beneath and along the Allegheny River in Sandy Creek Twp., Venango Co. 

Featured Photographer Piper Schofield 
of Franklin owns & operates Sandy Creek 
Studio, co-owns K&P Fine Art Wedding 
& Portraiture, and is a fashion editorial 
photographer for Gladys Magazine. 
website: sandycreekstudio.com

Belmar Bridge carries the Sandy Creek Trail 
across the Allegheny River and joins the Allegheny 
River Trail segment of the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail.  



Slippery Rock Creek in 
McConnells Mill State Park, 
Lawrence County.
Photo by Piper Schofield
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