
These assets are becoming much more visible with a new regional, 

electronic magazine called NW PAssages.  Almost 1,500 

subscribers now see this free monthly update of trail and 

conservation projects throughout the 8-county 

region.  An outdoor recreation related business 

and a local outdoor photographer are featured in 

each issue.  Submit information to or subscribe 

by emailing: stephen@westpamag.com.  

Clarion County and the Clarion 

County Trails Association, along with 

the PA Great Outdoors have 

developed a county-wide trail map 

featuring all types of trails and the 

Explore Clarion County 

brochure to help you plan your visit. 

The 2014 Oil Region Visitor Guide 

featured a trail theme throughout.  Over 

50,000 are distributed each year.  The 2015 

guide will also feature the trails and natural 

greenways. 

Nature-Based Placemaking (NBP) begins in communities where a natural asset - 

a park, a trail, a river, a lake, etc. - is recognized and developed as an economic 

opportunity in the community.  The trail systems and the Allegheny River are two of 

our assets that have the potential to be building blocks.  (See inside for more details). 

The Trail Town Program® is an economic development and community 

revitalization initiative working in “Trail Towns” along the major trail corridors, now 

including the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail.  The program’s purpose is to ensure that trail 

communities and businesses maximize the economic potential of the trail.  (See inside for more details). 

Click on the Assets in Our Towns videos on You Tube to see more of what is here and how they connect to 

towns and businesses.  Search NWPA Greenways at www.youtube.com. 
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2014 Members’ Update 

Examples of projects and progress made in 2014 
and direction for 2015 

Communities said to have a strong "sense of place" have a strong identity and character that is deeply felt by 

local inhabitants and by many visitors.  Such a feeling may be derived from the natural environment, but is 

more often made up of a mix of natural and cultural features in the landscape, and generally includes the peo-

ple who occupy the place.   Two major projects begun in 2014 help to showcase the region’s trails and natural 

greenways as the connectors to this place. 

Monthly electronic magazine covering greenways, 
heritage & recreation throughout  Clarion, 
Crawford, Erie, Forest, Lawrence, Mercer, 
Venango and Warren Counties; plus additional 
communities along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail. 



 

 

The Greenways Coordinator attended: 

 Environmentally Sensitive Trail Maintenance training 

workshop by the Center for Dirt & Gravel Road 

Studies.  

 PALTA - board capacity & fundraising workshop 

 PA Wilds Summit in Kersey, PA 

 America Walks webinar on the Built Environment - 

Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper & Healthier Project for 

Public Spaces  

 Large Landscape Scale Conservation Planning webinar 

 American Trails Association resources webinar 

 

The Council on Greenways and Trails recognizes those 

in the region who are realizing the value of our natural 

and outdoor recreational resources and partnering to 

protect and/or develop those resources for the benefit of 

our citizens and visitors.  Individuals, groups, 

businesses or organizations are recognized for 

outstanding participation and assistance in Clarion, 

Crawford and Venango Counties. 

Greenways Volunteer of the Year Award 

This award has been named in honor of Jim Holden.  

2014 Sponsor: Country Pedalers, Inc.  

Awarded to Steve Schenck who is an Allegheny Valley 

Trails Association founding Board member, Safety Patrol 

leader, website manager and more. 

Greenways Neighbor of the Year Award 

2014 Sponsors: A Notary & MORE and Foxburg Inn Hotel 

Awarded to Darla Kirkpatrick who is the Redbank 

Valley Trails Association President and whose ongoing 

positive involvement and assistance has been an 

inspiration to the many other volunteers. 

Greenways Partner of the Year Award 

2014 Sponsor: Oil Creek 100 Trail Runs 

Awarded to the Over the Hill Gang of Oil Creek State 

Park who have volunteered thousands of hours 

maintaining the trail system, bridges, signage and more 

throughout the park. 

 

Each awardee received a certificate, a bronze plaque and 

a Serviceberry tree to be 

planted on or near a 

greenways project.  Awards 

were presented on June 5 at 

6:00 pm in Veterans 

Memorial Park Clarion, PA 

with over 30 people 

attending.  
Mature Serviceberry 

Income 

Year to Date 
1/1/14 - 10/31/14 

Local Membership 
$16,000 

(+$10,000 rcvd. in 2013 for 2014) 

State Grants (DCNR) 
through Oil Region Alliance $13,381.48 

Federal Grants (NPS) 
through Oil Region Alliance $12,690.00 

 GeoTrain fundraiser $894.50 

Reimbursement for E-zine 
expenses $552.76 

Greenways Awards 
sponsors $1,014.00 

Contribution (other) $50.00 

Total: $44,582.74 

Expenses 
Year to Date 

1/1/14 - 10/31/14 

Salary, Wages, Personnel 
Benefits, Payroll Taxes $40,789.09 

Supplies $59.14 

Awards & Prizes $283.50 

Postage $66.28 

IT & Communications $45.00 

Printing & Copying $387.85 

E-zine Expenses $552.76 

Travel, Meetings, Conferences $2,399.12 

Total:  $44,582.74 



 The Trail Town Program® 

and Council on Greenways & 

Trails conducted assessments 

in each of the current Trail Towns along the EPT in 

May.  This means taking a walk and a look at the 

towns and available services from a visitor 

perspective.  The assessments determined short-

term and long-term projects for each town. 

Short Term 

 Bike racks, benches, etc. 

 Gateways, signage 

 Information availability 

 Define trailheads 

 Façade improvements 

 

Long Term 

 Attract recreational 

businesses 

 Regional Wayfinding 

signage 

 Marketing/Branding 

 Parking & Restrooms 

East Branch Trail project has now grown to 

include a gateway area at the southwestern corner of 

the City of Corry. The Corry Community 

Development Corp. hopes to buy the property and 

two former railroad buildings to create a promenade 

and trailhead. One of the buildings could be used as 

a visitors center/rest area or even a trail related 

business.  

Russell’s Corners Road along the OCSP Trail is 

being repaired.  With a Growing Greener Grant 

Cornplanter Twp. hired an engineer and will begin 

drainage and streambank stabilization construction. 

A meeting was held, arranged by Kim Harris of 

ORA, with upper level management of DCNR, Oil 

Creek State Park personnel, the OC&T and a State 

Senator and Representative to spur the next steps in 

the construction of the missing three miles of 

OCSP Trail within the park.  

The Foxburg 

Trailhead 

enhancement 

project resulted in a 

new informational 

kiosk, new lighting, 

and landscaping. 

 

Franklin renewed their Bicycle Friendly 

Community status at the Bronze level.  They may 

be able to rise to Silver when the newly funded 

Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan is completed. 

 

AVC placed boundary signage 

around one of their fee properties 

increasing the visibility of this 

conserved land protecting French 

Creek.  AVC partners with FCVC. 

 

Emlenton Borough completed an engineering plan 

routing the trail through town on River Avenue 

and developing a signage plan that will guide trail 

users safely and also point them to businesses. 

 

Trail Town & NBPM Summit  

Representatives of 49 local communities and 

businesses attended on 11/5/14.  Attendees learned: 

 About the specific trails and natural assets that are 

established, where they are, who owns and 

operates them; 

 How to train their employees to be able to provide 

information to their customers; 

 Branding and marketing to trail users. 
 

So far, 25 local businesses along the EPT have signed 

up to be part of the Trail Town Certified Network. 

 

The PA 

Downtown 

Center 

along with the PA DCNR and PA DCED are 

developing a program to help businesses and 

communities benefit from these natural and 

recreational assets.  This area has been selected as 

one of five pilot projects across the state.  Our 

goal is to help businesses become more aware of 

the trails, parks and waterways, where they are 

located, how many people are using them every 

year and how they can connect both physically 

and to the needs of the visitors. 

Products being developed: 

 Training curriculum for businesses and their 

staff - see the videos on You Tube 

 Business to business networking forum for 

business leaders  

 Maps of trails and trail to town connections  



 

GeoTrain 2014 

August 16, amidst a full weekend of fun: 

 Flash Mob in Titusville’s Scheide Park 

 Hobo Campfire with stories & music 

 Main event on Saturday with 90 people & 3 

GeoDogs. 

People came from five different states and many 

stayed the whole weekend exploring the area. 

The major sponsor this year, Alturnamats, of 

Titusville, made the fundraiser a success.  

 

Penn Soil RC&D 50th Anniversary 

On February 19, 2014 37 current and former 

Board members met to celebrate and remember.  

The Justus Lake Dam at Two Mile Run County 

Park was an early project of Penn Soil, to achieve 

flood protection, increased recreation, and 

economic development.  Projects of Penn Soil 

typically are categorized into soil/air/water, 

agriculture, forestry, and community 

development. 
 

Clarion County Trails Association 

Outdoor Adventures Day - August 9 

A full day of events, trail rides and vendors to 

showcase trails in Clarion County.  This annual 

fundraiser also celebrated the Redbank Valley 

Trail which was named DCNR’s first Trail of the 

Year.  The RVTA received certificates from 

several local and state dignitaries and a $10,000 

award to continue trail work. 

Jim Holden Memorial Ride - Sept. 6 

The Erie to Pittsburgh Trail Alliance conducted 

its first annual group ride.  This year it was in 

honor of Jim 

Holden. 53 

people rode 

the trail from 

Titusville to 

Foxburg, 

experiencing 

the welcome 

stations 

provided by each town along the way. 

New trail signage 

installed along the 

EPT and in Oil City. 

Ongoing projects...work continues with 

finding funding and partners and 

coordinating the regional, big picture. 

Sharrows remind 

motorists and bikers 

to share the road. 

RVTA in Clarion Co. are starting a repair 

project to open the Climax Tunnel. 

Informational kiosks are being planned for 

several towns along the EPT. 


