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About the cover:
Autumn turns to winter as a light 
snowfall covers the Allegheny 
Valley in Warren County, viewed 
from atop the Tidioute Overlook. 

Photo by Piper VanOrd of
Allegheny Outfitters - Warren, PA

   As the snow falls and wintery winds 
whip up, our stories in this edition 
spotlight the amazing work being done 
by countless organizations to boost the 
economies of our naturally beautiful 
western PA regions. 
   Hope, vision and action are driving 
forces behind a re-creation of our 
struggling communities, as visionaries 
collaborate to transform our area’s 
once-prosperous towns into dynamic 
and thriving communities again. The 
Rails to Trails Program has become a 
powerhouse in our region, boosting 
Nature & Heritage tourism for dozens 
of western PA counties. Quality of life 
is a major component of these efforts, 
leading to vastly improved economics 
for those along our land and water 
trailways.
   Be sure to check out the many fun 
December happenings throughout our 
eight county coverage area. This edition 
ends with the many quality entries in 
our Photo Contest, which will be judged 
by you, our discerning readers. 
   As 2014 comes to a close, we look 
ahead to a new year full of phenomenal 
Nature, Heritage & Recreation in our 
region. 

Happy Snowy Trails!

Stephen & Beth West          

Annual Christmas display at 
Burgess Park - 714 E. Main St. 
in Titusville, Crawford County.  

Photo by Mike Henderson
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It’s free to subscribe to NW PAssages, 
just email us with your request. 

 beth@westpamag.com

We’re open to your story ideas, event 
info, photos and suggestions!  

Visit NW PAssages on facebook.



   In western PA and neighboring states, the 
rails-to-trails movement is growing by leaps 
and bounds, as hundreds of communities band 
together to transform long-abandoned train 
tracks into paved bike/hike trailways. These 
rail lines largely ran along our region’s mighty 
waterways, providing travelers with endless 
picturesque views of woodlands, wildlife and 
towns both large and small. 
   Several years ago, a broad coalition of partner 
agencies gathered to brainstorm about the 
challenges and opportunities abounding in a 
32-county region which included western PA 
and parts of Ohio, West Virginia and Maryland. 
This regional visioning effort was coined the 
“Power of 32” -- a public/private collaboration 
-- on a mission to improve these counties in 
the areas of Economy, Education, Environment, 
Community & People, Government, and 
Transportation & Infrastructure.
   A key priority that grew out of Power of 32 is 
the completion of a regional trail system. “The 
Power of 32+ Regional Trails Coalition grew out 
of the original Power of 32 project,” according to 
Amy Camp, a land and water specialist with the 
PA Environmental Council (PEC) in Pittsburgh, 
who was tasked with spearheading the coalition. 
The group doesn’t do any actual trail building; 
that’s accomplished by numerous individual 
trail groups.
   “We provide a forum for trail entities to get 
together and communicate,” said Camp, “while 
also advocating for trails with a broad vision 
of a 1,600 mile, 5-state network.” The coalition 
determined that it shouldn’t limit efforts to 
complete and connect trails to the original 
32 counties. New York’s southwest county of 
Chautauqua was recently added to the project, 
bringing the total counties involved to 53. “This 
endeavor is only about 50% complete, so there is 
much work still to do,” Camp said.  

   The coalition 
recently conducted a 
connectivity analysis 
of the trails system, 
seeking to determine 
where the gaps exist 
and how best to 
bridge them. 
 “Much more work 
still needs to be done 
to understand the 
costs involved in 
filling these gaps,” 
explained Camp. 
“Land acquisition 
and securing the 
funds to plan and 
build trails are 
universal issues, 
even though there 
are many great 
examples of how trails have enhanced quality of 
life and helped small business owners.”
   The Power of 32+ Regional Trails Coalition 
(RTC) is led by the PEC and the Rails to Trails 
Conservancy, as well as partners such as the 
National Park Service, the Progress Fund, trail 
groups and regional economic development 
agencies. The coalition meets three times a year, 
most recently in Franklin, PA.
   Camp explained that the Power of 32+ RTC is 
still in its early stages, with a goal to connect 
the entire network free of gaps. “The coalition 
is still working on its name, brand and image, 
and more importantly, how to assist local trail 
developers in finishing their trails,” she said.
   In 2015, they will have a new name that 
encompasses our region’s extensive land and 
water trails system. The objective is to complete 
and connect this series of long-distance trails 
by 2033, with our 53-county region positioned 
as the epicenter of multi-use trails in the Mid-
Atlantic, Northeast and Midwest. One day soon 
it’ll be possible for walkers, hikers and bicyclists 
to travel unbroken routes for thousands of 
miles, pausing to enjoy wonderful amenities at 
trail towns all along the way.   

The Power of Trails

Photo by Tim Padalino

Story by Stephen West
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The Power of 32+ RTC 
now facilitates trail 
building in 53 counties 
in western PA and four 
neighboring states.

WVA MD

OH PA

NY
Lake Erie

1907 Belmar Trestle RR 
Bridge over the Allegheny 
River is a component to 
the recreational trails 
in Venango and Clarion 
Counties. Abandoned in the 
1980s, the bridge gained 
new life in the 1990s when 
the Allegheny Valley Trails 
Association took owership 
of it. More than 60 miles 
of paved bike trails now 
radiate from this iron 
structure, leading travelers 
north, south, east and west.



1887 Hot Metal Bridge over the 
Monongahela River in Pittsburgh,
part of the Three Rivers Heritage Trail.

Map of the Three Rivers 
Heritage Trail, with 25 
miles of uninterrupted 
paved multi-use routes 
along Pittsburgh’s 
Allegheny, Monongahela 
and Ohio Rivers.  

   At Point State Park, the Allegheny and Monongahela 
Rivers unite to form the Ohio River. The Three Rivers 
Heritage Trail extends three miles up the north side 
of the Allegheny River to Millvale, and also three 
miles down the north bank of the Ohio River to 
Brunot Island. On the Monongahela River the trail 
goes five miles upriver from Station Square to a point 
just short of the Waterfront Shopping District.
   Within the city, the trail takes the names of 
neighborhoods through which it passes. The north 
bank of the Allegheny River is Pittsburgh’s North 
Side, and the trail is referred to as the North Shore 
Trail. On the north bank of the Ohio River, the trail is 
called the Chateau Trail because of nearby Chateau 
Street. On the south bank of the Allegheny, it goes 
through the food market area and is called the Strip 
District Trail.
   On the Monongahela River's north bank, it is called 
the Eliza Furnace Trail, passing the site where Jones 
& Laughlin Steel once had its Eliza furnaces. Some 
people call this section the Jail Trail because it 
also passes the Allegheny County Jail on its way to 
Oakland, the University Center of the city. A branch 
that extends into Schenley Park in Oakland is called 
the Panther Hollow Trail. On the south bank of the 
Monongahela in Pittsburgh’s South Side, it is called 
the South Side Trail.
   Point State Park is at the western end of the Great 
Allegheny Passage (aka the GAP), a 150-mile paved 
trail that leads to Cumberland, Maryland. From there, 
the C&O Canal Towpath takes cyclists 185 miles to 
Washington, DC. The GAP overlaps with the Three 
Rivers Heritage Trail for five miles, running from 
the Waterfront Mall and Sandcastle upstream on 
the Monongahela River, and then at the South Side 
Works, crosses the river on the Hot Metal Bridge. 
Finally, it uses the north bank of the Monongahela to 
reach Point State Park, a section that was completed 
earlier this year.
   The Friends of the Riverfront have also developed 
the Three Rivers Water Trail for paddlers, runing 
along the riverfronts of Allegheny County. Amenities 
include access points, parking areas and boat racks, 
with more projects in the works.

   The Three Rivers Heritage Trail is an urban 
Rail to Trail system paralleling the riverbanks in 
Pittsburgh for about 25 miles, often on both sides 
of the rivers, offering a spectacular view of the 
city. The trail is promoted and maintained in part 
by the Friends of the Riverfront, whose mission 
is to increase awareness and engagement with the 
region’s rivers and riverfronts through activities 
and stewardship, and to extend the water and land 
trails of Allegheny County.

From Steel City to Trail City

 
4

Photo by Paul Wiegman
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Reinventing & Reinvigorating Western PA’s River Towns

   In 2010, the Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) launched the River 
Town Program to help communities recognize the river as an asset for 
community and economic development. The project was launched in 2010 
with six communities along the Allegheny River in Allegheny County -- 
Blawnox, O’Hara, Etna, Millvale, Aspinwall, and Sharpsburg.
   The program expanded in 2011 to include five Monongahela River 
communities in Washington, Greene and Fayette Counties. In 2013, five 
Mon River towns were added, including three in West Virginia, and recently, 

communities along Schuylkill River and French Creek joined the program. 
Each river town has its own organizing committee, which collectively have 

raised more than $1 million for waterfront improvements.      

Early 1900s postcard of the Allegheny River flowing 
past Sharpsburg, Allegheny County, one of the 
historic waterway communities participating in the 
PA Environmental Council’s River Town Program. The 
Borough of Sharpsburg, located five miles upriver from 
Pittsburgh, was established in 1826 and once acheived 
great prosperity with foundries, machine shops and a 
rolling mill, along with manufacturers of varnish, brick, 
glass, wire, lumber products, hair, felt, and lubricating 
oil. One of the town’s claims to fame is as the birthplace 
of the H.J. Heinz Company -- founder Henry Heinz started 
the Fortune 500 company in his Sharpsburg kitchen. The 
River Town Program is providing the community of 3,500 
with necessary tools for revitalizing its economy, such as 
boosting Heritage & Nature tourism.

   The program has evolved into a model for implementing 
collaborative solutions to environmental protection and 
restoration, by recognizing the inextricable links between 
the environment, the economy and quality of life. It’s 
the collaborative spirit of the communities involved that 
excites Cathy McCollom, Director, River Town Program 
and Principal, McCollom Development Strategies.
   The River Town Program works with communities to 
provide hands-on assistance for a period of three years. 
“Once communities in the program learned to work 
together they saw the value,” explains McCollom. “That 
collaborating attracted money for projects and offered 
support, and allowed communities to learn from one 
another and attack challenges together.”
   In fact, the initial six communities that completed the 
Monongahela River Towns program wanted to continue to 
work together. According to McCollom, the “graduates,” 
along with existing river towns, formed the Mon River 
Valley Coalition. The group, which meets 
quarterly at California University to 
discuss major priorities, has developed a 
five-year plan with six priorities.
   The first priority - to improve river 
access.  Collectively, four communities 
working with the Washington County 
Planning Department, have applied to add 
boat launches to improve access through 
Act 13 funding (Marcellus Shale Legacy 
Fund). Other initiatives include attracting 
more kayak and canoe rental businesses; 
improving signage to attract and direct 
visitors to the Mon; and developing 
vacant spaces and underutilized 
buildings.
   It has been very rewarding for 
McCollom and the River Town Program 
to see graduates continuing to work 
together to benefit the region’s river 
towns. “We weren’t always certain 
what would happen after we were done 
working with a community for three 
years,” says McCollom.
   Now they know – continued 
collaboration.

August 2014 News Release from 
PA Environmental Council

Early 1900s postcard of French Creek 
flowing through Cambridge Springs, 
Crawford County. This community of 
2,600 recently joined the River Town 
Program, along with the Crawford 
County boroughs of Saegertown and 
Venango (populations 1,000 and 240).
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     During autumn, numerous blue/green/white 
signs with the logo of the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail 
were installed along six miles of trail in Oil City, 
Cornplanter Township, and Oil Creek State Park. 
     December 3, 2014 announcement of three 
recipients of the “Entrepreneurial Business Plan 
Contest along the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail” during 
this second annual program presenting significant 
monetary awards to carry out their business plans.
     Four new colorful outdoor interpretive panels 
were installed in 2014 along the McClintock Trail.          
     Preliminary engineering for closing the one-mile 
gap of the EPT within the Borough of Emlenton. 
     A new combination trailhead/kayak launch 
will be constructed in 2015 along PA Route 8 and 
Oil Creek right beside the Dollar General store in 
Oil City; all permits and engineering have been 
approved for the Oil Creek Memorial Landing 
serving the McClintock segment of the EPT. 
     Distribution and co-sponsorship of the year-
round electronic Northwest PA Fishing Report 
with up-to-date tips on angling opportunities and 
successful fishing techniques.  

a

a
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     These accomplishments are just a sampling 
of the Oil Region Alliance’s recent heritage, 
tourist promotion, and business development 
endeavors focusing on the region’s diverse 
outdoor recreation. 
     Why does this organization place such a 
high priority on trail-related projects? The 
non-profit Oil Region Alliance of Business, 
Industry and Tourism’s office is in downtown 
Oil City, 217 Elm Street, immediately adjacent 
to the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail. 
   Consistent with asset-based economic 
development principles, ORA recognizes 
the value of combining traditional economic 
development approaches with advancing 
and promoting the area’s four seasons of 
outdoor activities on water, bicycle, hiking, 
equine, cross-country skiing, and other trails. 
Looking ahead, this organization will continue 
to advocate for and conduct such projects, 
especially along the main spine of the 
emerging Erie to Pittsburgh Trail.

Serving Venango County and eastern 
Crawford County, ORA’s mission 
statement reads:  “To increase 
the prosperity and population 
of the Oil Region, through 
the preservation, promotion, 
development and support of 
destinations within the Oil Region. 
Whether they are historical, 
educational, natural, recreational, 
residential, commercial or 
industrial destinations, we must 
entice people to live, work, learn 
and play in ‘the valley that 
changed the world.’”

In order to provide 
information around-the-clock 
to various audiences, ORA 
maintains multiple websites. 
You’re invited to explore 
projects by calling the ORA 
office at (800) 483-6264 or 
(814) 677-3152, or visiting 
these websites:
oilregion.org
grabtrails.com
alleghenygeotrail.com
oilheritage.org 
OIL150.com
 
Also check out: 
oilcitymainstreet.org

By Marilyn Black

Erie to Pittsburgh Trail signage being installed.

   The multi-faceted Oil Region Alliance (a non-
profit 501(c)(3) corporation organized in 2005) is 
approaching its Tenth Anniversary. Today ORA 
is officially designated as the Lead Economic 
Development agency for Venango County, the 
Tourist Promotion Agency for Venango County, 
and administrator of the Oil Region National 
Heritage Area. In addition, ORA is pleased to 
provide office space and fiscal agent services for 
the Oil City Main Street Program and the Council 
on Greenways and Trails.

Featured Partner Agency

Photos by 
Marilyn Black
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Cyclists and trains coexist along the 
McClintock Trail in Venango County, a 
project overseen by the Oil Region Alliance.

In 2013, the ORA opened the McClintock 
Trail along a four-mile stretch between
Oil City and Oil Creek State Park, Venango 
County, resolving a major connectivity gap 
in the region’s extensive trail network. 

 One of the newly-installed outdoor interpretive panels 
along the McClintock Trail in Cornplanter Township, 
Venango County, describing the oil farms that once 
operated throughout the Oil Heritage Region.

Photos by Kim Copley-Harris



Afield & Afloat

2014 Christmas House Tour presented by the 
Venango County Historical Society and the 

Franklin Area Chamber of Commerce. Visit five 
homes and a church which will be beautifully 
decorated with various themes for Christmas. 

December 5 - 7 ~ Fri.: 6 - 9 pm, Sat. & Sun.: 1 - 4 pm
 
Tickets - $15/person at the Franklin Area Chamber 
of Commerce ~ 1327 Liberty St., and also through 

the Society at the Egbert-Mullens-Koos House ~ 
307 S. Park St. (where refreshments will be served).

The Barrow-Civic Theatre 
1223 Liberty St., Franklin, PA 
presents:

          A Christmas Carol
Dec. 5 & 6/12 & 13 ~ 7:30 pm 
and Dec. 7 & 14 ~ 2:00 pm 

A new adaptation of an old classic 
with music by English composer 

Piers Charter Robinson. Victorian morality tale of 
miser, Ebenezer Scrooge, who undergoes a profound 
experience of redemption over the course of one 
evening ~ with the help of the enlightened Three 
Ghosts of Christmas. Tickets: $18/$16/$12

Call (814) 437-3440 or visit barrowtheatre.com  

OLDE TOWN GROVE CITY LIGHTS UP THE NIGHT
December 6th ~ 4 - 7 pm, South Broad Street

Family fun featuring hay rides, children's activities, 
music, live nativity, train displays and store promos. 
Santa arrives to light the holiday lights, turning 
Olde Town Grove City, Mercer Co., into a Holiday 
Wonderland! Free. For more details - (724) 458-0301  

29th Annual Clarion County
Festival of the Trees

“An Aloha Christmas”
Featuring: Entertainment,  

Live Decorated Festival of Trees, 
Chinese Auction, Hawaiian Food,

 Plus Much More!
Quality Craft & Food Vendors

on Friday & Saturday
12/5 ~ 9 am–8 pm, 12/6 ~ 9 am–4 pm

  12/7 ~ 8 am–Noon ~ Christmas 
Breakfast with Santa & Mrs. Claus

Emlenton United Methodist Church
1303 Kerr Ave. - Emlenton, PA   

December 13 from 2 - 4 pm
Ring in the Christmas season with the Three Rivers 

Ringers. Experience the Sanctuary’s excellent 
acoustics and intimate seating while listening to 
traditional holiday favorites, including selections 
from “The Nutcracker.” The Allegheny RiverStone 
Center for the Arts is pleased to welcome a new 

tradition for you and your family to enjoy.
Let the holiday spirit shine & let the bells ring forth!            

$8 Students - $15 Adults
Call (724) 659-3153 for more information.
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For more info, (814) 226-8182  
or visit: exploreclarion.com 

for a full schedule of events. 

St. Joseph’s 
Social Hall 
on Rt. 66 
in Lucinda

Celebrate the Winter Season at Asbury Woods in Erie         
      December 12-14 & 27-30

Winter Wonderland features thousands of lights 
along the boardwalk trail with unique displays 

throughout the Woods. Enjoy our unique musical 
light show in the new Otto Behrend Celebration 
Garden. This event offers a wonderful change of 
pace from the hustle and bustle of the holiday 

season. Join us at the Nature Center for a wonderful 
walk in the woods, holiday music, children’s crafts 

and more. $6 at the door.
4105 Asbury Road, Erie 
asburywoods.org
(814) 835-5356 

Ellwood City’s Annual Holiday Kick-Off Celebration 
& Light Up Night!  ~ December 6 - 2:30 - 8:00 pm
PLUS
Get into the Christmas Spirit with Christmas in the 
Park! Drive through lighted displays & Christmas 
Tree Lane. Santa available for visitors at the Trefoil 
Lodge - 525 Lawrence Ave. - on Fri., Sat., & Sun. 
from 6 - 9 pm before Christmas. Holiday portraits 
available/printed on-site. Closed Dec. 24 & 25. 
At Ewing Park, Joffre St., Ellwood City, Lawrence Co.   
(724) 758-5501 for more info. ellwoodchamber.org

The Pittsburgh Symphony 
Brass Holiday Concert & 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas”

December 6 - 1:30 pm
   Enjoy a delightful concert of 
carols and traditional holiday music, plus a live 
performance of “A Charlie Brown Christmas” ~ 
the beloved 1965 family classic. Includes all the 
Peanuts characters created by Charles M. Schulz 
with the wonderful music of Vince Guaraldi. 
   Concert and performance at Henne Auditorium, 
University of Pittsburgh at Titusville - 504 East
Main St. For ticket info, (814) 827-2381 or visit:
titusvillecouncilonthearts.org   Emlenton’s Light Up Night Festivities on Main St.  

Friday, December 5th ~ 6 - 9 pm
   Santa will light the tree on Main St. at 6 pm. 

Early bird functions start at 2 pm - crafts, artisans, 
music, balloon artist, hay rides and a magic show at 
the Crawford Center. Plus more. Free entertainment 

& refreshments! For more info., (724) 867-0880.

    Oil City’s Holiday Weekend Activities
14th Annual Christmas Past ~ 12/4 - 7
Caroling & concerts, tree display, Santa & more!  
(814) 678-3017 for details.

Jingle Bell Run 5K in Oil City         9am start ~ 12/6
Get your jingle on! (814) 677-3152, x 101 for details.

Victorian Christmas Bazaar ~ 9am-3pm ~ 12/6
Oil City Knights of Columbus ~ 111 Petroleum St.
One-Stop Christmas Shopping! Cash & carry 
items available, as well as custom order gifts. 
Live entertainment all day. Lunch available 
for purchase from 11am - 1pm.
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Afield & Afloat

Lake Erie Ballet 
presents ~
The Nutcracker

Warner Theatre  
811 State St.
Erie, PA

Purchase tickets 
at box office:
(814) 452-4857
or visit:
erieevents.com

Holiday Pops! featuring the
 Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra

Thursday, December 18 ~ 8 pm 
Scottish Rite Cathedral ~110 E. Lincoln Ave.

 New Castle, PA ~ Lawrence County
 Have a jolly time at this holiday concert featuring 
a stellar cast of guest artists. Renowned Broadway 
conductor, Todd Ellison, returns to present your 
favorite carols and much-loved holiday music. 
Santa will pay a special visit. Pre-symphony buffet 
available at 6 pm - (724) 654-6683; opt. 3, then 
opt. 2. Tickets & info: (800) 743-8560 or visit:       
              pittsburghsymphony.org/src

Historic Church Tour  
Friday, December 19 ~ Downtown Meadville, PA
Get into the Holiday spirit by visiting some of 
Meadville’s most beautiful churches while they 
are decorated in all of their glory! The Pastors 
will be on hand to give their histories and 
interesting information. Included in this year’s 
tour are:  St. Agatha’s Roman Catholic, Unitarian 
Universalist, First Baptist, Christ Episcopal and 
the Stone United Methodist.
  Tickets are $10 per 
  person, and all proceeds     
  benefit the Crawford   
  County Historical Society.    
  Call (814) 333-1258  for   
  more info and to reserve   
  your spot.

Sat., Dec. 20
~ 7:00 pm

Sun., Dec. 21 
~ 2:30 pm

Friends of the Forest Holiday Mixer  
Gateway Lodge - 14870 Rt. 36, River Rd., Cooksburg

Monday, December 15 ~ 6 - 8 pm
Join Cook Forest’s “Friends of the Forest” group 

for a holiday mixer event. The non-profit 
organization’s mission is to continue the 
legacy of preservation and conservation of 
Cook Forest State Park. Their main project 
is to raise awareness of the Hemlock 
Woolly Adelgid threatening the Hemlock. A 

presentation will be given by park naturalist, Dale 
Luthringer, on the subject. Appetizers & beverages 
provided. RSVP: jody@gatewaylodge.com  

For more info: (814) 744-8475

First Night Oil City ~ Dec. 31
Ring in the New Year with 
this annual celebration of 
community through arts and 
culture. Indoor performances, 
music, theater and dance; 
children’s events and crafts; 
two fireworks shows (7 pm & 
midnight). Call (814) 676-8521.

e
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        PRESQUE ISLE AFTER DARK NIGHT HIKE
         FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19 ~ 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Meet at the Presque Isle Lighthouse parking 
area for this 2.5-mile hike on interior trails, and 
learn about the peninsula and its inhabitants. 
Dress for the weather. No fee or registration. 

Contact: Tom Ridge Environmental Center
(814) 833-7424 or visit: trecpi.org
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December 12-14 & 19-21, 2014 
The Academy Theatre Presents ~

White Christmas
Based on the beloved, timeless film, this 

heartwarming musical adaptation features 
seventeen Irving Berlin songs. White Christmas is 
an uplifting musical the whole family will enjoy. 

Fridays & Saturdays - 7:30 pm; Sundays - 2:00 pm
275 Chestnut St., Meadville, PA

More info: (814) 337-8000 
or visit: theacademytheatre.org

The Clarion Dulcimer Club will 
present a program of Christmas 
music at the DeBence Antique Music 
World, located at 1261 Liberty St. 
in downtown Franklin, Venango Co.  
Sunday, December 14 at 1:30 pm 
Call (814) 432-8350 for more info.

Come celebrate the beautiful sounds of the season!
11th Annual Christmas Cantata ~ “Three Gifts”
featuring Choirs & Orchestra of Christ and First 

United Methodist Churches.
Sunday, December 14 at 3:00 & 7:00 pm 

1135 Buffalo St., Franklin, PA 
(parking lot located off Chestnut St.)

christchurchfranklin.com   (814) 432-3019

Free public viewing of the incredible and mystifying 
Geminids Meteor Shower at Jennings Environmental 

Education Center in Slippery Rock, Butler County.  
Saturday, December 13th - 7:00-10:00 pm

This annual cosmic spectacular peaks with up 
to 120 meteors per hour, and continues to defy 

explanation. Telescopes and binoculars available.
               2951 Prospect Road        724-794-6011

Peninsula Polar Fest * Sun., Dec. 14 * 10 am - 6 pm  
Hosted by the Presque Isle Partnership on Presque 
Isle State Park - Rotary Pavilion, Water Works area   

Events include: cross-country skiing & snowshoeing 
* ice sculpting * Santa & North Pole friends * 

horse-drawn wagon rides * tree lighting ceremony 
* Presque Isle Polar Caching Event * refreshments  

* crafts * Animals of Presque Isle (educational 
display) * Night Hike from 5:30 - 7:00 pm 

For more info, contact: Presque Isle Partnership
 (814) 838-5144 or discoverpi.com

zz z z
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NW PAssages Photo Contest
   Thanks to our readers for all the incredible entries! What 
a great representation of the features and places that make 
our region such a wonderful place to live. We received nearly 
fifty entries from eight counties, and narrowed them down to 
the thirty gems published here. 
   You be the judge of which images best capture the meaning 
of our three themes -- Nature, Heritage & Recreation. Email us 
no later than December 28 with your vote in each category: 
beth@westpamag.com or vote at NW PAssages facebook page. 

1. Red fox kit at
 Presque Isle State Park

 in Erie County.

2. Barred owl perched in the ancient 
woodlands of Cook Forest State Park

in Clarion County. 

3. Screech owl in the snowy pines of 
Oil City, Venango County.

4. Albino doe in the vast forests 
of Venango County.

5. White-tailed deer in Oil Creek State Park, 
Venango County.
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6. Bird’s eye view of Freedom Falls 
in Rockland Twp., Venango County.

8. Rapp Run Falls near Clarion, 
Clarion County.

9. Freedom Falls along
Shull Run in Rockland Twp., 

Venango County.

Photo Contest Entries

7. Potter’s Falls in Rockland Twp., 
Venango County.
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14. Allegheny River 
flowing through 

Emlenton,
Venango County.

12. Clarion River near 
Cook Forest State Park, 

Clarion County.

13. Blue heron atop a log 
in the Allegheny River, 

President Twp., Venango Co.

Photo Contest Entries

10. Leesburg Falls (aka Springfield Falls) 
near Mercer, Mercer County. 

11. Paddleboard surfer on Slippery Rock Creek 
in McConnells Mill State Park, Lawrence County



15. Autumn boating 
along the Allegheny 
River in Tionesta, 

Forest County.

16. The Oil Creek 
& Titusville 

Railroad train 
crosses Funkville 

Bridge in Oil 
Creek State Park, 
Venango County.

Photo Contest Entries
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17. Century-old 
Mill Creek Railroad 
Bridge along the 
Sandy Creek Trail, 
border of Venango 
and Clarion Counties.
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18. Robin eggs among 
pink azaleas in Grove 
City, Mercer County.

20. Hosta flower blooming 
in Tionesta, Forest County.

21. Trees grow around a weathered oil flywheel in the 
Kennderdell Tract of Clear Creek State Park, Venango County.

22. Cairn along the trail at Woodcock 
Lake Park in Crawford County.

Photo Contest Entries

19. Blooming rhododendrons 
in Meadville, Crawford County.



15

23. Cross country 
skiing path near 
Hemlock Run in 
Warren County.

24. Autumn turns to 
winter in Gridley Park 
in Erie, featuring the 
100-year-old Gridley 

Monument.

25. Sandy Creek Trail 
in Venango County.

26. The Clarion 
River in Cook 

Forest State Park, 
Clarion County

Photo Contest Entries
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27. 1933 Nebraska Bridge 
over Tionesta Creek in 

Tionesta, Forest County, 
along the edge of the 

Allegheny National Forest.

28. Slippery Rock Creek in 
McConnells Mill State Park, 

Lawrence County.

29. Icy trees along 
Slippery Rock Creek in 

McConnells Mill State Park,
Lawrence County.

30. Leesburg Falls (aka 
Springfield Falls) near 

Mercer, Mercer County. 

Photo Contest Entries



Happy Holidays from 

NW PAssages!

A freshly fallen snow blankets 
Oil City, Venango County, with 
the twin spires of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church overlooking 
the icy Allegheny River.

Photo by Timothy Rudisille


