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Letter from the Editors
   Welcome to NW PAssages’ October 
edition! As our endless woodlands become 
a coat of many colors, a vast range of 
birds populate them en route to warmer 
winter climates. Featured photographer 
Jeffrey Hall has trekked through the 
region capturing avian images, while 
serving as president of the Bartramian 
Audubon Society.
   The Armstrong Trail along the mighty 
Allegheny River is featured this month. 
Situated near the center of the Erie to 
Pittsburgh Trail, the 36-mile trail is 
powered by the hopes and efforts of 
numerous volunteers. 
   A wonderful non-profit, Cray Youth 
& Family Services of New Castle, has 
contributed greatly to their downtown by 
restoring a historic building and turning it 
into a coffee shop & restaurant. Best of all, 
proceeds benefit the children of their city 
in a myriad of ways.
   And, be sure to check out the seasonal, 
natural and historic events of our region 
in the Afield & Afloat section.        

Happy Trails! 

Stephen & Beth West
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Autumn’s glory suffuses the 
trees along Slippery Rock Creek 
at McConnells Mill State Park 
in Lawrence County, PA. The 
1856 Grist Mill is seen in the 
distance. 
Photo by Robert Sopko

A Grasshopper Sparrow sings a happy 
tune at Piney Tract in Clarion County. 
Photo by Jeffrey Hall



Partner Agency News

   The 36-mile-long Armstrong Trail is located 
on the former Allegheny Valley Railroad line, 
along the eastern bank of the Allegheny River in 
Armstrong & Clarion Counties. The trail links such 
towns as Ford City, Kittanning and East Brady 
and is a great place to bicycle, walk, jog and cross 
country ski in a safe and relaxing environment. 
Thirty miles of the trail, from Rosston to East 
Brady, is improved trail with several short share-
the-road sections. The trail is for non-motorized 
use only.

   The Armstrong Trail is rich with 
local history, from Native Americans 
to river travel to iron production to the 
railroads. Remnants of villages, iron 
furnaces, coke ovens, train stations, etc. 
can be found along the trail. A railway 
wheelhouse, tunnel and coaling tower 
still stand.

   The Armstrong Trail provides 
opportunities to enjoy the outdoors in 
a beautiful setting along the Allegheny 
River. Boat launch areas are available 
in Kittanning, Templeton, Ford City 
and East Brady. Fishing is permitted 
at designated areas along the trail or 
at any one of the numerous creeks 
that enter into the Allegheny River.  
Numerous geocaches await discovery, 
providing trail users a fun way to 
explore the area’s nature and heritage.

   The Armstrong Rails to Trails 
Association (ARTA) is an all-volunteer, 
non-profit organization established 
to support the development and 
maintenance of the Armstrong Trail 
along with respecting, protecting and 
preserving its natural resources and 
historic sites. Volunteer opportunities 
with the ARTA abound, including 
volunteer workdays, the adopt-a-mile 
program and much more. Contact ARTA 
to see how you can help. 

Armstrong Rails to Trails Association
PO Box 422
Kittanning, PA 16201
website: armstrongrailstotrails.org
email: armstrongrailtrail@gmail.com
phone: (412) 407-ARTA

Spotlight on the Armstrong Trail
The Armstrong Trail is 

near the heart of the Erie to 
Pittsburgh Trail, a coalition 

of trail organizations, 
municipalities and 

individuals dedicated to the 
promotion, acquisition,

development & maintenance 
of a safe, non-motorized
trail network connecting

western Pennsylvania from 
Erie to Pittsburgh.

website: eriepittsburghtrail.org
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Partner Agency News

   Penn Soil RC&D is providing engineering and 
planning assistance to help two recreational 
projects move forward this month.

   For the first project, improvements to an 
existing boat launch on the Allegheny River 
have been designed for the Big Bend Visitor 
Area of Kinzua Dam in Warren County. These 
proposed improvements are now being 
advertised to prospective bidders by Penn Soil 
RC&D. 

   This boat launch project is a partnership 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the 
Allegheny Outdoor Club, and other local and 
regional businesses. The project will improve 
public safety and user friendliness by placing 
approximately 1,920 square feet of new 
concrete surface, thereby expanding the staging 
areas adjacent to the existing boat launch. This 
site becomes especially crowded during peak 
times of use, and the expansion will greatly 
alleviate this problem. A contract for the 
construction is expected to be awarded by Penn 
Soil RC&D in October 2015.

   The second project is the Two Mile Run 
County Park ADA Environmental Interpretive 
Trail in Venango County. Penn Soil RC&D 
is providing the preliminary engineering 
necessary to complete an Inventory & 
Evaluation of a 1.6 mile existing hiking trail to 
determine how much of the existing trail layout 
can meet the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) standards. The study will also provide 
viable options for repositioning sections of the 
trail to meet the ADA standards.

   Penn Soil RC&D Council’s in-kind assistance 
was a key component in a successful grant 
application by the Allegheny Valley Trails 
Association (AVTA), which has received the 
necessary funding for hiring an engineer to 
complete the final trail design package by June  
2016.

   This final design will allow the pursuit of 
construction dollars for the proposed trail. Penn 
Soil RC&D is partnering on this project with the 
Venango County Conservation District, Council 
on Greenways and Trails, Two Mile County 
Park, and Allegheny Valley Trails Association.

   The Council on Greenways & Trails (CGT) 
continues to build connections between 
the trails, waterways, great outdoors and 
our local communities, both physically and 
economically.

   The CGT is a partnership of 14 organizations 
and municipalities working across three 
county lines. The CGT was created in 2008 to 
coordinate greenway and trail work, as well as 
serve as a central point of contact and to give 
professional technical assistance to member 
organizations in Venango, Clarion and 
Crawford Counties. Funding is provided by 
the partner municipalities and organizations.

   The CGT office is located at the Oil Region 
Alliance office in Oil City, Venango County. Its 
goals are to maintain and operate the premier 
greenways system throughout this region 
and to plan and implement projects that build 
on this groundwork for future acquisition, 
development and management of greenways 
and open space, natural areas, rails-to-trails, 
and river/watershed corridors. 

   The Council on Greenways & Trails works 
with those in the region that are realizing the 
value of our natural and outdoor recreational 
resources and partnering to protect and/or 
develop those resources for the benefit of 
our citizens and visitors and increase the 
economic impact that they bring.

   Simply put, a Greenway is a corridor of open 
space. Greenways vary greatly in scale -- from 
narrow ribbons of green that run through 
urban, suburban, and rural areas; to wider 
corridors that incorporate diverse natural, 
cultural and scenic features.

   Some greenways are recreational corridors 
or scenic byways that may accommodate 
motorized and non-motorized vehicles. Others 
function almost exclusively for environmental 
protection. Greenways differ in their location 
and function, but overall, a greenway will 
protect natural, cultural, and scenic resources, 
provide recreational benefits, enhance natural 
beauty and quality of life in neighborhoods 
and communities, and stimulate economic 
development opportunities.
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(814) 726-1441    website: pennsoil.org
email: pennsoilrcd@wcconservation.net

(814) 677-3152 
website: nwpagreenways.org 
email: dfrawley@oilregion.org



   In mid-September, the Oil Region Alliance 
hosted the 2015 Victorian Architecture 
Conference in Franklin, county seat of Venango. 
The theme for the two-day conference was, 
“Preserving Timeless Treasures,” which was 
co-sponsored by the Franklin Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Franklin Preservation. Activities 
included workshops, tours, a Victorian tea and 
keynote speakers. Many of these were approved 
for Act 48, allowing educators to receive 
academic credit for attending. 

   Local historian and author, Neil McElwee, 
provided bus tours through the Oil Region, 
educating participants on the architectural styles 
and histories of a wide range of nineteenth-
century Victorian homes. The range of featured 
styles included Gothic Revival, Italianate, 
Classical Renaissance, Colonial Revival, Second 
Empire, Stick, Queen Anne and Shingle. Special 
stops were made at the Tarbell House in 
Titusville, Crawford County, and the McClintock-
Steele-Waitz House (Coal Oil Johnny House) in 
Oil Creek State Park, Venango County.

   William B. Moore, esq., presented the 
informative workshop, “Dating Your Historic 
Building.” Mr. Moore discussed a variety of 
methods for determining a building’s age, 
including dated cornerstones and bricks, 
architectural styles, town histories, maps, 
atlases, directories, courthouse records, personal 
recollections, wills and tax records.   

Partner Agency News

Early 1900s postcard of the Venango 
County Courthouse and the Gazebo, 
from which numerous musical acts 
provided entertainment.

   A fascinating panel discussion ~ “Turning 
Your Victorian into a Bed & Breakfast” ~ was 
led by Marilyn Black, Vice-President of Heritage 
Development for the Oil Region Alliance. 
Participants included Julia McCray of Kellygreen  
B&B in Tionesta, Forest County; Ann Rudegeier 
of The Witherup House in Franklin, Venango 
County; and Cathy Kentzel of The Barnard 
House in Emlenton, Venango County. The 
panelists agreed that creating and operating a 
bed & breakfast could be very challenging, but 
the personal, preservation and financial rewards 
were often times quite satisfying.

   Other presentations included a walking 
tour of historic downtown Franklin by Deb 
McNerney Eckleberger; designation of historic 
places by Bill Callahan of PHMC; managing 
historic preservation by Erin Hammerstedt 
of Preservation PA; slate roof restoration by 
Joe Jenkins; recreating Victorian interiors by 
Lois McElwee; preserving hardwood floors by 
Steve Dana; walking tour and presentation on 
Franklin’s Gilded Age neighborhood of Miller 
Park by Steve Crawford and Daniel Weiland; 
Victorian clothing and homes display by Louisa 
Striver; and several others presentations.

   The symposium’s keynote speaker was author 
and historian Lu Donnelly of Pittsburgh, whose 
speech was entitled, “Vernacular to Spectacular 
-- Victorian Architecture in Northwest 
Pennsylvania.” In 2010, Ms. Donnelly published 
the 540-page tome, “Buildings of Pennsylvania: 
Pittsburgh and West Pennsylvania.”  

Oil Region Alliance
217 Elm St. - Oil City, PA 16301-1412
(800) 483-6264   website: oilregion.org

   The County of Venango is basically one vast 
greenway, with waterways weaving throughout 
the endless woodlands that blanket its rolling hills 
and valleys. Along with many community parks, 
the county also features Two Mile Run County Park 
and Oil Creek State Park. Numerous streams feed 
into the Allegheny River, which winds through the 
county from north to south. 
   Venango County was established in 1800 and 
is rich in heritage. Native tribes populated the 
area for thousands of years, often maintaining 
peaceful relations with the Quakers who governed 
the Commonwealth. The area was of vital military 
importance during the mid-1700s, as the British, 
French and native allies maneuvered for control of 
the Ohio Country (as the region was known then).
Contact Info: 
County of Venango
1174 Elk St., PO Box 831 - Franklin, PA 16323
(814) 432-9500   website: co.venango.pa.us
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2 Mile Run Co. Park website: twomilerun.net 
Oil Creek State Park website: dcnr.state.pa.us



Mural created by Ken Cole with help from 
students from the Lawrence County Area 
Vocational - Tech School

Q&A with The Confluence

Answers & Photos by Angie Urban
Director of Community Building
Cray Family & Youth Services

How was The Confluence started, and 
what goals were being sought?  

   In 2012 Cray Youth and Family Services 
began development of The Confluence --
a coffee shop with a social purpose -- in 
downtown New Castle, county seat of 
Lawrence. We often get asked, what does 
a coffee shop have to do with Cray, which 
is working to make the lives of abused 
and neglected children better? With The 
Confluence, we have found a way to blend 
the two for the benefit of children and our 
community as a whole.
   Cray Youth and Family Services, Inc. 
has been working in Lawrence County  
for more than 30 years to help children 
and families who are struggling. We 
host a variety of programs aimed 
at helping kids who are neglected, 
abused, and making bad choices. This 
is inclusive of alternative education, 
foster care, Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
Multisystemic Therapy, in-home services, 
a youth emergency shelter, after-school 
programming and more. 
   We have sought to help our community 
by helping one child at a time. But in 
recent years, we’ve recognized that there 
are more children who are struggling 
with less resources to help them, and 
that if something didn’t change in our 
community, we were never going to have 
the impact of improving children’s lives 
that we strive for. So Cray began to look at 
‘community building’ as a new strategy for 
bringing about change for the families and 
children of our county.

                   The creators/owners of The 
Confluence in downtown 
New Castle are Cray Youth 
& Family Services, a non-
profit which began as a Boy’s 
Group Home in 1984. Since 
then, the expansion and 
initation of programming has 

aimed to meet the needs of children and families who 
are struggling in the Lawrence County community. 
Cray’s programming serves children and youth who 
are neglected, abused, delinquent, at risk, or have a 
mental health diagnosis and are failing public school 
expectations.
   Preventative efforts like The Confluence, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, and Origins seek to address 
the underlying issues of our struggling community. 
Through positive mentors, a gathering spot in town, 
and strategies to build relationships, Cray is trying to 
foster the ingredients of a healthier community.
   Cray aims to be a catalyst for community 
transformation, significantly improving the current 
perception and actual quality of life in Lawrence 
County, Pennsylvania.

Making Life Better for Kids, 
One Cup of Coffee at a Time
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What are the objectives of the coffee shop?

   We started asking, “what can we do to 
change the conditions in our community (what 
underlying issues can we address) to have a 
greater impact?” Preventative strategies take a 
lot of forethought and they are harder to prove 
in effectiveness. However, they are much more 
cost-effective in the long run. 
   The Confluence emerged as we started to think 
about the African proverb: “It takes a village to 
raise a child.” We felt that we needed to take a 
look at our village. We saw that the challenging 
social and economic issues that negatively 
affected our community, also fostered the cycle 
of broken children.
   The objectives of The Confluence are to create 
a self-sustaining, community-minded business 
with proceeds reinvested in Cray’s mission. We 
aim to be a catalyst of downtown revitalization, 
helping increase foot traffic, which in turn 
increases the appeal to other business owners 
to open downtown. Ultimately though, we aim 
to just be a gathering place that fosters positive 
social interactions and gives the people of our 
community a place to come together.

Can you tell me about the building in 
which The Confluence is located?

   Although a building was located on this 
spot as early as 1855, the present brick 
structure was probably not erected until 
after the Civil War. In 1872, it was home 
to J.H. Goldback, a grocer who made 
his home in Philadelphia. By 1890, the 
building housed a dry goods store, owned 
by Oliver P. Brown and Samuel Hamilton.  
They sold millinery items, ready-to-wear 
clothing, notions, carpets, window shades, 
linoleum, men’s furnishings and other 
goods. Brown & Hamilton remained in the 
building until 1926. It was then occupied 
by F&W Grand 5-10-25 Cent Stores based 
out of New York for several years.
   In June of 1934, J.C. Penney signed 
a lease for the building with Lawrence 
Savings & Trust Co. for 15 years. The 
building that now houses The Confluence 
was built between 1959 & 1960. The old 
building was torn down at that time and 
replaced by the building which stands 
here now. The original J.C. Penney’s lay-
out included the main floor, a mezzanine 
and a third floor. The basement was the 
stock room, and at Christmas time it 
housed the toys. It also often flooded due 
to its proximity to the river. J.C. Penney 
remained in business here until 1984.

Was the building in rough shape when your 
non-profit leased it? What prompted the 
philanthropy of the owner, Paul Lynch?

   The building remained unoccupied from 
1984-2013, when Cray Youth & Family 
Services leased it from owner, Paul Lynch, at 
a special rate of $1 per year for 25 years. The 
space was remodeled to create the café and 
gathering place that you see today.
   I’m not sure what prompted Paul’s 
generosity. When we were ‘shopping 
for space,’ we looked at one of his other 
buildings, and he suggested this space. As 
you can imagine after being unoccupied for 
more than two decades, it required a full 
remodel.
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Zambelli Memorial Park in downtown 
New Castle, beside The Confluence.

How has The Confluence fit in with the 
revitalization of downtown New Castle?

   We hope to increase the interest and foot 
traffic in downtown that could spark other 
economic activity and ventures. We are proud 
to support New Visions’ Destination Downtown 
Action Team, the Downtown Business 
Association, and the City of New Castle’s 
Riverwalk Plan and Blueprint Initiative. We are 
excited that the Riverplex Building is now almost 
fully leased and that Washington Center is fully 
leased. There is action downtown and we are 
thrilled to be part of it.

How has the community rallied around this - 
at first, during & now that it’s operational?

   The Confluence is designed as a coffee shop 
that provides much more to the community than 
food and beverages. Our purpose is to build 
community, which we believe will meet our 
mission to ‘make life better’ in Lawrence County. 
Word of mouth has been our most powerful 
advertising tool, and we encourage ideas and 
creativity from the community to make things 
happen here.
   We are working with a local musician, Nick 
Allegro, who initially volunteered his time to 
help get other local musicians to perform on 
our stage. We now host Acoustic Open Mic 
and feature live musical performances every 
Thursday evening from 6-8:30 pm.
   We also have partnered with the New Castle 
Public Library to host a lending library space 
here. The books we feature are all donated 
and are free to take or swap for one of your 
favorites…we are hoping to get the most miles 
out of any one book. We are working with the 
Hoyt Center for the Arts to feature a rotating art 
gallery. It’s an opportunity for local artists to 
display and sell their pieces.

   The mural that’s found on the back of the 
music stage 
(right) was 
created and 
painted by 
Lawrence 
County Career 
and Technical 
Center media 
arts teacher, 
Ken Cole, and 
some of his 
students. The 
art featured 
around the fireplace is from the Hoyt Center for 
the Arts after-school program. The Lawrence 
County Historical Society has provided some of 
the historical photos and information about the 
building that are featured at The Confluence.
   We have several volunteers who offer their 
time to help us run the cash register, bake pies, 
or help with special events. Civic organizations 
like the New Castle Lions, Kiwanis, and Rotary 
Clubs all meet here. We’ve hosted bridal 
showers, retirement parties, business meetings, 
birthday parties, class reunions, baby showers, 
seminars, public meetings, city council meetings, 
and even a wedding.
   New Visions for Lawrence County, a grass-
roots group of residents seeking community 
change, also hosts many of their meetings and 
celebrations here. We suggest that everyone 
can help make life better for our kids and our 
community… it’s as simple as a cup of coffee.

You're developing partnerships with local 
businesses. How's that going?

   We are very proud to maintain our community 
focus by partnering with local businesses. 
We feature bread and 
baked goods from Two 
Fat Guys and an Oven 
Bakery. We sell the 
sweet treats of Mona’s 
Chocolates and Sweet 
Chessie’s Bakery. 
   Each table is graced 
with fresh flowers from 
Cialella & Carney Floral 
Designs (right). We 
feature May’s Donuts 
and work closely with 
Classico Food and 
Wholesome Food. When 
possible, we buy fresh 
fruits and vegetables 
from the local farmer’s 
market.
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How does the After School Arts 
Program work?

   We just feature the art of the Hoyt’s 
after-school program. Eventually, 
the plan is to open The Confluence’s 
second floor in partnership with the 
Manchester Bidwell Project that is 
being developed in Sharon, Mercer 
County. This would be one of the first 
satellite after-school program sites for 
that initiative. No timeline has been 
set for this yet.

What plans for the future have been 
envisioned by The Confluence?

   The Confluence will continue 
to work with and feature local 
partners, vendors, and supporters 
to assure that space within The 
Confluence is community focused 
and community purposed. We have 
visions of developing partnerships 
with area educational institutions to 
establish job training opportunities 
and internship programs in Culinary 
Arts, Business, Marketing and more. 
We have plans for partnering with the 
Manchester Bidwell Project that’s in 
Sharon and building out our second 
floor to be a satellite site for their 
after-school program. We hope to 
continue creating opportunities that 
showcase local assets.

Cray Youth & Family Services
332 Highland Ave.

New Castle, PA  16101
(724) 654-5507

website: crayyouth.org

   The Cray staff also works with 
parents whose children are at risk for 
out-of-home placement or are working 
on reintegrating a child back into the 
home. In addition to a wide portfolio of 
educational, therapeutic and treatment 
programs, Cray administers a youth 
residential living facility.
   Cray Youth & Family Services offers a 
variety of services to children and youth 
who have become victims of struggling 
families and deteriorating communities, 
with the hope that they will become 
productive members of society.
   While traditional programming 
continues to evolve and provide care for 
youth, budget cuts and the inability to 
keep up with the increasing and urgent 
demand for services has led Cray to find 
creative, proactive solutions for building 
healthier children and communities. 
   Through positive mentors, a gathering 
spot in town, and strategies to build 
relationships, Cray is trying to foster the 
ingredients of a healthier community.

Local artists Leslie Michael and Ken Cole created 
this mural at The Confluence to celebrate 
Lawrence County’s heritage and assets, with some 
help from children in Cray’s Crossroads Program.

The social and economic conditions that have created 
this multitude of broken-spirited children must also 
be addressed if the cycle is to be broken. 
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How many paid employees and volunteers work 
at The Confluence?

   Currently, we have seven paid staff (two full time 
and five part time). We partner with the Lawrence 
County Community Action Partnership’s Senior 
Employment Program to offer work experience to 
two folks right now.
   We also work with the Office of Vocational 
Rehabilitation and the Lawrence County Career & 
Technical Center to offer work experience. We have 
about five adult volunteers that help on a regular 
basis and as often as we can, youth volunteers who 
have been or are involved in Cray’s other programs.



Afield & Afloat

2015 Titusville Harvest Fest 
Saturday, October 17 ~ 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Scheide Park, Downtown Titusville, Crawford Co. 

k Titusville High School Marching Band
k Costume Contest & Parade
k Pie Eating Contest 
k Performances by:
     A Dancer’s Reflection, YWCA Cheer Club & More
k Plus - Farmer’s Market with Guest Chef
k Games & Crafts for Kids
k Pumpkin Carving (or Decorating)        
     & Pie Baking Contest

For more info, call the Titusville 
Arts Council at (814) 827-2381

Travel back in time and experience the “Land 
of the Lost” Corn Maze, where dinosaurs once 
roamed. Hayrides, haymaze, mountain slides, 
adventure farm and more. Fall Family Fun!

Now thru - November 1
Every Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Fridays - 4 - 11 pm; Saturdays - 11 am - 11 pm; 
Sundays - 11 am - 8 pm 

Admission: $9.95 per person, 2 & under free

  COOLSPRING CORN MAZE
         537 Franklin Road
                Mercer, PA      

             (724) 699-3221

website: www.cornspringmaze.com
email: jmccullough@zoominternet.net

GHOST TOURS IN OCTOBER

Visit the Historic District of New Castle in 
Lawrence Co., where many old homes harbor 
tales of death, murder, hauntings, apparitions, 
strange occurrences and ghostly happenings. 

Available dates include:
Fridays ~ Oct. 9, 16, 23 & 30
6:30 North Hill Tour
8:00 Downtown Tour
Saturdays ~ Oct. 10, 17, 24 & 31
6:30 North Hill Tour
8:00 Downtown Tour (17th filled)
9:30 Greer-Clavelli Mansion Tour
Tours are limited in size. Call for pricing 
and reservations: (724) 651-1233 or make 
reservations on-line: pokeberryexchange.com

Not Recommended for Children Under 12.

Foxburg Art, Wine, and Food Festival
Sunday, October 11 

 11:00 am ~ 6:00 pm
Art, wine and food festival 

on Main Street in Downtown 
Foxburg, Clarion County. An 

essential part of a Foxburg Fall! Don’t 
miss this autumnal event guaranteed to 

thrill newcomers and welcome returning 
visitors from years past.  

The Foxburg Food, Art, and Crafts Festival 
is the perfect place for anyone seeking fall 
fun. 
(724) 659-0021 or info@foxburgwine.com
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HELL’S HOLLOW HAUNT
Every Friday & Saturday Night in October

7:00 - 11:00 PM

Hell’s Hollow Farm, 340 Bestwick Rd., Mercer, PA 

Three scares in one! “The Bloody Barn” has three 
floors of terror. Hold on for your life on the 
“Haunted Haywagon of Horror” and try to walk 
the “Frightening Field of Corn!”

www.hellshollowhaunt.com for more info.

HELL’S HOLLOW WILDLIFE ADVENTURE TRAIL
Running daily thru October ~ 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Hell’s Hollow Farm, 496 Bestwick Rd., Mercer, PA 
$5 per hiker; $25 cart buggie rental (for two); 
Children 10 & under FREE!
      

Hike the 4 mile trail or rent a cart buggie and 
explore the Iron City Iron Ore Furnace, Hell’s 

Hollow Farm & Historic Indian grounds.
For more info: (724) 662-1999

www.hellshollowwildlifeadventuretrail.com

QUILT  SHOW

   Franklin Preservation and the City of 
historic Franklin in Venango County will 

host an Autumn Quilt Show  
“Colorful Threads of History”

Friday & Saturday, October 16 & 17 
at various locations in Franklin. 
   The event will feature lecture 

presentations on various quilt-related 
subjects, a Historic Homes Quilt Tour, 

appraisals, a trunk sale, vendors, people’s 
choice award, raffles and more. Fee of $10 

includes the Historic Homes Tour 
and a raffle ticket. 

   For more information, call (814) 437-7921  
email: AutumnQuiltShow@yahoo.com 

or visit Franklin Preservation on facebook 



Afield & Afloat
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Upcoming Cook Forest State Park Events-Cooksburg, PA
Tue., Oct. 27 - 7:30-10:30pm - Owl Prowl
Explore Cook Forest at night for Pennsylvania’s owls as we 
car-pool to owl hotspots in the park. Barred, great horned, 
screech and saw-whet owls have been known to make an 
appearance. Meet at the Log Cabin Inn Environmental  
Learning Classroom, and bring your flashlights!
Wed., Oct. 28 - 7:30-10:30pm - Spotting PA’s Elusive 
White-tails - Please bring your spotlights and meet at the 
Log Cabin Inn Environmental Learning Classroom for an 
evening driving tour as we carpool to Cook Forest’s white-
tail hotspots. Come learn about the natural history of our 
Commonwealth’s state mammal as we cruise the park 
searching for this elusive animal.   
Thur., Oct. 29 - 7:30-10:30pm - Night Fishin’ on the 
Clarion - Did you know that fishing at night is often THE 
best time to fish? The Nat’l. Wild & Scenic Clarion River 
contains many different kinds of fish and wildlife that are 
very active at night. Bring your fishing poles, lanterns 
and bait to the Park Office where we’ll carpool to fishing 
hotspots along the river. 
Fri., Oct. 30 - 7:30-10pm - Cathedral by Candlelight
Want to experience something different this Halloween? 
Step back in time into the depths of the Forest Cathedral 
with an historical character from the past as your guide as 
you walk beneath the giants by candlelight. Refreshments 
will be served afterward. Bring your flashlights!  
Sat., Oct. 31 - 11:30am-2:30pm - Fall Foliage Fire Tower/
Seneca Point Historical Tour  
Please bring your binoculars and meet at the Fire Tower 
parking lot for a 45 min. historical interpretive tour of 
Seneca Point. Enjoy a breathtaking view of the fall foliage 
from the very top of the Fire Tower. Last time the tower will 
be open to the public until next season. 
814-744-8407 for more info.  website: visitcookforest.com

Friends of Oil Creek: Cross Country Ski 
Trail Maintenance

Sundays ~ Oct. 25, Nov. 8 & Nov. 22 
1:00 - 4:00 pm

Oil Creek State Park - 305 State Park Road
Oil City, PA ~ Venango County

It’s never too early to think 
about cross-country skiing -- at 

least that’s what the Friends 
of OCSP say! So a series of 
preparatory days is on the 

docket.

There will be trimming, 
painting blazes, clearing downed trees, cutting 
out deadwood, ditch work, etc. Bring gloves 
and any appropriate tools. Meet at the ski hut. 
All are welcome to join.

Visit www.friendsocsp.org for more info.

Experience the beautiful colors of 
fall at Presque Isle State Park!

Thursday, October 22 & Friday, October 23
Presque Isle State Park - Beach 11

12:00 - 7:00 PM

Join the Presque Isle Partnership and PISP 
Educators on a scenic wagon ride throughout 
Beach 11 and North Pier. Enjoy hot chocolate, 
cider and cookies and learn fun facts about 
the park and its history during the ride!

$5.00 per person - children 2 & under free

Group rates available of 
10 or more people

Parking & Trail Route - 
Beach 11 Pavilion

For more info, visit: 
www.discoverpi.com

North Country Trail October Hike
Sunday, October 18 ~ 1:00 - 5:00 pm
Watt’s Mill Trailhead - Watt’s Mill Rd.          

Cannelton, PA - Lawrence County
Join us for our Annual Pumpkin Pie Hike!
Meet at Watts Mill Rd., South Beaver Twp.

Shuttle to Hodgson Rd. for a beautiful hike back 
to Watts Mill Rd., then on to a 2½ mile hike. 
Enjoy a slice of pumpkin pie and some cider. 

All are welcome, free of charge. 
For more info: (724) 827-2350 or 
website: northcountrytrail.org/wam  

The historic paddlewheel Barbara J provides 
the public cruises around Conneaut Lake in 
Crawford County, and is also available for 
private parties & charters. 
Autumn Schedule thru Oct 25, 2015 --
Noon & 5:00 pm Saturdays; Noon on Sundays
Adults - $10 and Children (under 14) - $5 
The iconic cruise ship departs from the dock 
on First Street, beside Ice House Park in 
Conneaut Lake (no reservations required).
Barbara J Cruises is a non-profit corporation, 
formed to preserve and operate the historic 
paddlewheeler on Conneaut Lake for the long 
term pleasure of the general public. 
website: newconneautlake.com (814) 382-7433



Featured Photographer ~ Jeffrey Hall

   Jeffrey Hall’s photographs and 
articles have appeared in Living Bird, 
NJ Audubon, Underwater Naturalist, 
Cassinia, Views and Voices, and other 
publications, as on the Pennsylvania 
Society for Ornithology’s “Birds of 
Pennsylvania” website.
   
   He has lived in Franklin since 2011, 
after a career teaching biology in New 
Jersey. He is still discovering new 
and wonderful places in NW PA to 
birdwatch, photograph, bike and hike.
   
   Jeffrey and his wife, Dianne, won the 
naming contest last year for this email 
magazine with the clever moniker, 
NW PAssages.

Magnolia Warbler

Yellow-throated Warbler

Chestnut-sided Warbler

   Stretched across the Allegheny River, the 
1907 Belmar Trestle RR Bridge in central 
Venango County is a favored spot for bicyclists 
and walkers on the Sandy Creek Trail, and also 
popular with many woodland birds. The bridge 
is the same height as the canopy of many of 
the riverside trees, allowing a great vantage 
point for birdwatchers.
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Cardinal

NW PA’s Fine 
Feathered Friends



Solitary Sandpiper

 Virginia Rail

   The 5000+ acre Geneva Marsh (aka Conneaut 
Marsh) in Crawford County consists of several 
different wetland types, including herbaceous 
and shrub marsh, swamp forest, streams and 
open water. These areas provide important 
resting and feeding sites for migrating 
waterfowl and shorebirds, as well as breeding 
habitat for a wide array of wetland species.
   
   Geneva Marsh is situated in a glacial spillway 
valley that carried meltwater during the final 
phase of the last glaciation of the region. The 
marsh is fed by water from the outlet of Lake 
Conneaut, and it empties into French Creek.

   Birding is most productive during the spring 
and fall waterfowl migration periods (March-
April and October-November), and during 
the height of the nesting season (May-June). 
Most, if not all, of the marsh typically freezes 
over during the winter months, and birding is 
relatively poor at these times.      

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
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Caution: A large portion of the lower marsh 
is designated as a game propagation area 
and all entry is prohibited. These areas are 
clearly marked. Areas contained within 
the State Game Lands are open to hunting 
during the fall waterfowl season, so visits 
during these times are best confined to 
Sundays when hunting is prohibited.



Cape May Warbler

Male (left) and female (below) 
Scarlet Tanagers 

   Situated between Oil City and 
Titusville in northeastern Venango 
County, Oil Creek State Park is 6,250 
acres of varied habitat within the Oil 
Creek Valley, including deciduous 
wooded lowlands, steep hemlock 
ravines, brushy fields and thickets, 
mixed oak and maple forests, small 
cattail wetlands and twelve miles of 
historic Oil Creek. This waterway 
was once lined with thousands of oil 
derricks during the first few years of 
the Oil Boom, which began along Oil 
Creek near Titusville in 1859 with the 
drilling of Drake Well. 
   
   The park’s 9.7-mile bike trail is part 
of the Erie to Pittsburgh Trail, and 
provides access to remote sections of 
the park popular with forest birds like 
vireos, warblers, thrushes, wild turkey 
and ruffed grouse.  
   
   Oil Creek attracts kingfishers, herons and flycatchers. Waterfowl 
nest along the creek and are especially abundant during spring and fall 
migrations. The winter bird feeders and the cattail wetlands of Wildcat 
Hollow, near the park office, attract grosbeaks, northern finches and other 
seed eating species. In the summer, the forestlands above the wetlands at 
Wildcat Hollow are good for spotting thrushes, redstarts and warblers.     
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Red-eyed Vireo
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Yellow-rumped Warbler  

   Tree swallows, chickadees, and eastern 
bluebirds use the nesting boxes around the 
park office of Oil Creek State Park from 
mid-April to late July. Species diversity 
increases during peak migration in spring 
and autumn. Year-round residents like 
woodpeckers and wild turkeys are exciting 
finds even in the middle of the winter.    

   Admission is free 
to Oil Creek State 
Park in Venango 
County, as with all 
of Pennsylvania’s 
120 state parks and 
conservation areas. 

   A great resource 
for all of these 
natural wonders 
is the PA Dept. of 
Natural Resources’ 
website: dcnr.state.
pa.us/stateparks



Henslow’s Sparrow 
(right) is a prairie 
species usually 
found to the west 
of our region, but 
Piney Tract is well-
known all over 
the mid-Atlantic 
states as a place to 
observe them.

Prairie Warbler

   Piney Tract (aka Mt. Zion Grasslands, 
at right) is a reclaimed strip mine along 
the Clarion River in Piney Twp., Clarion 
County. This field and meadow habitat 
hosts a variety of birds that prefer 
prairies to woodlands.
   
   Grassland sparrows such as Henslow’s, 
Vesper, and Savannah are present in 
some of the shrubby habitat. Northern 
Harriers are present year-round, as well 
as Rough-legged Hawks in the winter. 
Bobolinks, Eastern Meadowlarks and 
Eastern Kingbirds are summer nesters. 
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Bobolink

Yellow-breasted Chat



Red-headed Woodpecker 
at Geneva Marsh in 
Crawford County.

   This month’s Featured Photographer, 
Jeffrey Hall of Franklin, is president of the 
Bartramian Audubon Society (BAS), which 
is dedicated to conservation and education 
concerning the environment of NW PA.
   
   The BAS serves Butler, Lawrence, Mercer 
and Venango Counties, providing informative 
programs, field trips, citizen science projects, 
support for teachers and students, plus much 
more. Check out their facebook page: 
Bartramian Audubon Society
email: bartramianaudubon@gmail.com  
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